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To the PUBLIC. 


N the Trial of Mrs. Er —g- n, no- 
1 thing could be inſerted but the legal 
evidence to ſupport the charge of adul- 
tery, and procure a divorce; but, 
though our Memoirs of that Lady have 
not been ſolemnly atteſted before a ſur- 
rogate of Doctors Commons, we flat- 
ter ourſelves that we are preſenting a 
faithful narrative to the Public, of 
thoſe exploits which have not been ex- 
hibited before a Court. It may be 
confidered as a kind of a ſupplemental 
libel, ſupplying the deficiencies of the 
trial, as it contains many intereſting 
particulars which were not eſſentially 
neceſſary to be adduced upon the trial. 
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Mrs. E NG N. 


F all the frail fair- ones whoſe actions have deſerved 
enrolment in the Annals of Gallantry, not one has 
hitherto been in ſo curious a predicament as the ſubje& 
of theſe Memoirs, who remains deſtitute of excuſe or apo- 
logy for her conduct; as, in not a fingle inſtance, among 
het numerous amours does ſhe appear to have ſhewn the 
the leaſt degree of taſte, delicacy or ſentiment. She 
can neither plead the cruelty of her huſband, the ſeduc- 
tions of an artful lover, the force of attachment, nor 
the influence of any paſſion, but an ungovernable pro- 
penſity to the ſex at large. She was perfectly unre- - 
ſtrained in her connections perfectly diſintereſted in her 
amours, and while ſhe poſſeſſed the man, never once re- 
garded the lover: The conduct of Mrs. E—g—n would 
require more plauſibility to cover its enormiry than 
either the pen of Conſtantia Philips, or Mrs. Bellamy, 
could lend it. — There is indeed ſome apology for weak- 

nels, but none for vice. | 
The parents of Miſs Cn, (the maiden name of this 
modern Meſſelina) lived at Jeworth, in. the county of 
Middleſex, and being decent, reſpectable people, brought 
her up in a ſober and virtuous manner ; but from the 
earlieft moments in which female yanity begins to ope- 
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rate, ſhe was diſtinguiſhed by the levity and meretriti- 
ous appearance of her dreſs, the unbounded freedom 
of her manners, her attachment to company, and her 
peculiar fondneſs for that of the other ſex. 

At a very early age, however, ſhe was taken into the 
ſervice of Mr. E—g—n, who then refided entirely 


with his mother, at Batterſea ; and being now free from 
parental controul, though not arrived at ſixteen years of 


age, ſhe gave fall ſcope to the gaiety of her temper, and 


preſently ſhone forth in her native character.— She en- 
tirely aſſumed the woman, to which her perſonal ap- 
pearance gave her every claim ;—for ſhe was tall, very 
well made, ſomewhat inclined to the jolly, or embon point, 
had regular features, a good complexion, and altogether 
a — a, countenance ; her mode of dreſs was how- 
ever outre and licentious to an extreme ; her petticoats 
were never longer than neceſſary, by which means ſhe 
could diſplay a tolerable neat leg and ancle; and her 
ſtays were cut remarkably low, to exhibit a very fair and 
well-formed boſom, that was ſeldom hid by any other 
covering than a ſlight gauze handkerchief. Nor were 
her converſation and behaviour leſs free than her dreſs, 
eſpecially when directed to men: all of whom received 
an equal welcome, whether diſtinguiſhed by a black 
coat or a red one whether in the habit of a gentleman 
or a foot-boy :——in ſhort, what old Dorcas ſays of 
herſelf, might be truly applied to Harriat. 


She rattled, ſhe rambled, ſhe laugked, and where'er \ 
A fiddle was heard=to be ſure ſhe was there. 


That a lady ſo handſome, ſo gay; ſo free, and ap- 
parently ſo very comeatable ſhould have been without 
many admirers, would have been ſingular indeed, —re- 


port ſo far contradicts this, as to aſſert her having had a 


variety of ante-matrimonial amours, even before ſhe 
left her parents houſe ; but as her late conduct has given 
opportunity for the Scandalous Chronicle“ to aſſert, 
whatever an ill-natured invention might ſuggeſt, we 
ſhall only relate one circumſtance of that kind, which 
5 comes 
The Rambler's Magazine. 
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675 
eomes almoſt immediately from one of the parties who 
only could diſclolc the fact. 

The ſon of a reſpectable farmer near [Aeworth, little 
more than her own age, h4d for ſome time been her moſt 
diſtinguiſhed favorites; he was her partner at every 
dance, and her conſtant companion on every ramble or 
excurſion ; it cannot therefore be ſuppoſed he ſhould be 
inſenſible of ſuch very ftriking charms as every body 
allowed Harriot to poſſeſs, or ſhould not wiſh for the 
full cnjovment of that beauty of which he had taſted 
ſo many ſ.mples, in kiſſes, embraces, and all the in- 
nocent liberties which young ladies of Harris's gaiety 
are not very ſcrupulous in beſtowing. | 

Many a ſcheme had he planned for the accompliſh- 
ment of his wiſhes, which ſome miſchance or other had 
as conſtantly defeated ; the vigilance of her parents, 
who were conſcious enough of their daughter's levity, 
gave him no opportunity of completing his intentions 
at home; but accident atlength put him in poſſeſſion of 
what no machinations would probably have procured. 

A company of ſtrolling players had taken permiſſion 
to exhibit for a few nights at Hammer/mith, and as 
Harriot had few opportunities of ſeeing a London theatre, 
ſhe very readily accepted, and young ( conducted 
her thither with the higheſt complacency, though igno- 
2 of the happineſs to which this jaunt was to lead 

im, 

The evening turned out ſo very tempeſtuous, that 
when they left the playhouſe, it was almoſt impoſſible 
to return home, and they therefore went to a relation 
of Mr. C——'s, where he procured a welcome recep- 
tion for himſelf and his miſtreſs, not only till the ſtorm 


ſhould ſubſide, but accompanied with the ſtrongeſt ſoli- 


citations to continue the whole night, which was with- 
out any reluctance accepted of. | 

Mr. C- was allotted the ſhare of a bed with a 
young gentleman who lodged at the houſe ; Harrioz 
was complimented with a room to herſelf, which im- 
mediately ſuggeſted an idea to her lover, of an oppor- 
tunity which he ought by no means to miſs. He wait- 
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ed therefore till his bedfellow was aſleep; when ariſing, : 
and having liſtencd attentively till he concluded all was | 
huſhed as he could wiſh, he carefully aſcended the ſtairs | 
to the chamber of his dear miſtreſs. The tranſports of 
his heart, to be ſo near the completion of his wiſhes, | 
are more eaſily imagined than expreſſed ; but, violent N 
as they were, they received an addition when he came 
into the room, and by a delightful gloom, a friend to | 
lovers, he beheld the lovely Harriot in her bed, and faſt 
aſlocp; her head was reclined on one of her arms, a 
piliow ſofter and whiter than that it leaned on—while | 
the other had thruſt down the bed- clothes, ſo far, that 
all the beauties of her neck and breaſt appeared to view, 
He took no little pleaſure in gazing on her as ſhe lay— | 
the charming poſture ſhe was in, excited every feeling | 
Land he thought it almoſt criminal to take the advait- 
age of her ſituation. | 
Whatever command people may have over their 
waking thoughts, yet fancy aſſumes the ſovereign ſway * 
of our fleeping hours, and brings the mo{t un- 
likely things to paſs. Harriot often enjoyed, throi:h 
the kind aſſiſtance of dreams, thoſe pleaſures which | 
ſhe had not yet dared to realiſe ; and frequently partici- 
pated in idea of bleſſings which ſhame and gilt deterred 
her from in reality, Imagination at this moment was 
active, and had brought her lover much nearer indeed 
than he was : for ſtooping himſelf down to the bedſide, 
and laying his face cloſe to her's the action concurring 
at that inſtant with her dream, ſhe threw her arm, til] 
lumbering, about his neck, and in a ſoft voiceexclaimed 
— * Oh, C——, how can you charm me to ſuch ; 
height while ſhe continued to embrace him with all 
the fierceneſs of love's tranſports. 
Few men in ſuch circumſtances, had their notions of 
Honour been ever ſo delicate, could have quitted the | 
ſcene, or in ſo tempting a fituation, would not have 


loſt all thoughts but thoſe which the preſent moment 


2 


inſpired them with.— tore open his ſhirt and 
joined his panting breaſt. to her's, with ſuch tumultu- 
. | 8 ous | 
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ous eagerneſs, as ſoon awaked her from an imaginary 

happineſs, to the approaches of a ſubſtantial one. 
Whatever fondneſs a woman may poſſoſs for her lover 

however ſtrong and violent her paſſions may be in 


_ themſelves, ſhe always thews, and doubtleſs may feel a 


openſity to reſiſt the firſt attack of love, and make a 
e of her virgin treaſure. Such was the caſe, 
who though ſhe would as willingly have claſped Mr. 
C—— in her arms, now that ſhe was awake, yet ſhame 
urged to repulſe his ardour, and check the liberties he 
was procecding to take; intreating him in the moſt pa- 
thetic terms to deſiſt and leave her! I cannot, muſt 
nat”—(cried the rapturous lover, growing ſtill more 
bold) * what, when I have thee thus, naked in my arms, 
trembling, defenceleſs, yielding, panting with wiſhes , 
fierce as my own—no, come my life, —-make no more 
reſiſtance, - nor damp the fire thy charms have raiſed —” 

He now put it out of her power to deny or reproach 
him, by ſtopping her mouth with kiſſes, while with the 


'vigour of youthful love he ſoon obtained full poſſethon 


of her charms,— 


He ftamp'd his image on her tender mind, 
And left the ſtrong impreſſion deep behind. 


* . * * * * 


Loyers are ſeldom contented with one taſte of the 
forbidden fruit ; and as the obſtacles attending a firſt 
8 of their paſſion, were now ſurmounted, it 

ecame leſs difficult to concert future meetings; till at 
length, want of caution led to ſulpicion at leaſt, if not 
to diſcovery, and Miſs Flarri:t was off to ſervice in the 
houſe of Mr. E—-g—n of Batter ſen. 

Mr. E—g—2, joined the profeſſion of the law to an 


eſtate of about 600 J. a year; and having purſued his 


ſtudies with very great aſſiduity and attention, had ac- 
quired ſome peculiarities in his manners, inſeparable 


perhaps from a ſedentary life, and which had rendered a 


few lefluns from Lord Cheſterfield exceedingly neceſſary. 
| 5 2 Little 
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Little accuſtomed to the contemplation of female 
charms, he ſoon became captivated by the ſhowy beau- 
ties of his mother's favourite maid; and ſhe certainly 
was never averſe to addreſſes from any one, or to re- 
ceive any compliment flattering to her beaury. Un- 
hacknied in the ways of women, with whom he was 
much leſs converſant than with books, or reſtrained by 
principles of honor from attempting any thing againſt 
her virtue, he ſoon made propoſals to her in the matri- 
monial way—propoſals which Harriet, young as ſhe 


* 


was, had ſufficient diſcretion not to refuſe; and had ing 


procured a licenſe, they ſet off one morning in a hack- 
ney coach to St. Martin's in tbe Fields, where they 
were united in the holy bands of wedlock; at a very 
early period of life indeed, he not being more than 
twenty years of age, nor ſhe ſeventeen, 

For a long time they lived together in perfect har- 
mony, Mr. E—g—# proving a very indulgent huſ- 
band, though probably a little too much attached to his 
books, which, like Paulo Purganti +, he might ſome- 
times prefer to his lady, whoſe levity and thoughtlef- 
neſs were by no means abated in conſequence? of her 
marriage, and which on ſome occaſions, produced a re- 
proach or a cenſure. Harriet very ſoon became the 
mother of a fine boy, who is now about ſeven years 
old, and in leſs than two years afterwards made Mr, 
E—g—1 a father a ſecond time. 

Whatever faux pas Harriot may have committed in 
the connubial ſtate, prior to her connection with Capt. 
S——þ, have hitherto remained a ſecret, or at leaſt 
been related with ſuch glaring improbability, that we 


cannot think of obtruding them upon our readers. 


The firſt lover who has been publicly acknowledged 
to have been happy with this lovely Demi-rep, was 
Capt. S—-—4, a gentleman of the marine corps, and fot - 
merly a ſchool-fellow of Mr. E—-g—n's : on the con- 
cluſion of the late war, having behaved with great bra- 
very on many trying occaſions, he became poſſeſſed of 

ſufficient, 


+ Pur Tale. 


ee _ ad fa ww 


6 0 .* _— we ww 


a © ou Edo. 6 Ch a 


( m ) 


ſufficient leiſure to exert his talents for the wars of Ve- 
nus, and to convince the world that his abilities were 
not inferrior in the bed chamber, to what they had been 
on the quarter deck. And on his return to the capital, 
the Captain renewed his. intimacy with his former aſ- 
ſociates, and on a preſſing invitation went to reſide for 
a few months at Batter/ea, with his old companion Mr. 
£—g—n. | 

Of all the characters which enter fociety, none can 
be more agreeable than gentlemen of the naval or mi- 
litary profeſſion, who to a tolerable education and na- 
tural parts, add that politeneſs and freedom which is 
only gained by an extenſive commerce with the world, 
and a general acquaintance with the different ranks of 
ſociety. Theſe were endowments which the Captain 
poſſeſſed in an eminent degree, beſides a number of thoſe 
leſſer qualifications that never fail to render a man's 
company pleafing, eipecially to the ladies. That Mrs. 
£—g—n, theretore, ſhould find ſomething peculiarly 
agreeable in a man of the Captain's accompliſhments, 


cannot be ſurpriſing, when ſhe had been always ſo rea- 


dy to form connections with, and grant favors to men 
who by no means poſſeſſed the Captain's attractions. 

There was one circumſtance highly in favor of any 
intentions the Captain might have had to be in the good 
graces of Harriet, and which was certainly made a right 
uſe of, when his miſtreſs and he came to a proper un- 
derſtanding. In conſequence of Mr. E—g—x's ap- 
plication to the law, as well as his private buſineſs, he 
always left his houſe at Batterſea early in the morning, 
and did not return till night: the whole day was there- 
fore left uninterruptedly to the diſpoſal of the loyers, 
who failed not to enjoy the golden opportunity. 

To be ſo much and ſo often alone with a fine woman, 
and not to pay ſome compliments to her beauty, would 
have been an arraignment of the Captain's gallantry ;— 
and as every compliment which he beſtowed was moſt 
favourably received, it was almoſt impoſſible to avoid 
further advances, The preſſure of the hand was na- 


turally ſueceeued by an atiempt on the lips, —and while 


no 
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no reſiſtance was made, an advance to the boſom way 
the next pro;-refſhon. Kepetition, «nd a variation of 


tho. famil ri ies, were every day continued; whole 
hours would the welk, accompanied by the Captain, 


lollin in hs ams; whole afternoons would ſhe lit on 
his knee, leaning on his boſom, permittin» him the 
fendeſt embrac:s. to which, inſtead of being offended, 
ſhe gave the high-ſt e couragement. She made no he- 
fitation of {eating her eif on the Captain's knee in no 
other dreis than a n ght gown and petticoat, without 
ſtays, her boſom qu te ncovered, while his haids 
roved wantonly from one pot of d. ight to another 
now preiling the love y hillocks which r-:bounded to 
the touch, and then conveying hs hands through her 
pocket-holes to a place of ſtill hᷣner ſen:ation—an enjoy- 
_—_ with which the ſcemed particularly pleaſ-d and 
appy. 

1 appears to have been a leading feature 
in Jlarviots character; for fo open was fhe :n the in- 
dulgence f thoſe preludes to higher bliſs, that on ma- 
ny occanons the ſervants of the family became ſpecta- 
tors other wantonneſs; nor were even h-r own children 
exclude: from the ſcene. The el-eſt boy (at the time 
here alluded to) being one day carried to viſit ſome la- 
dies in the neighbourhood, who were greatly taken 
with bis little tricks, began to aſſume a number of 
childiſh liberties, ſuch as thruſting his hands into their 
boſoms, and proceeded at laſt to the ſame freedom 
with their petticoat»;, when being reproved for his 
boldneſs, he ith great ſimplicity replied, © That 
Capt. S——- played 1> with his mama!“ 

he natural conſ quence, however, of theſe ſcenes 
of romping and familiarity at lait took place, The 
Captain had probably formed no deliberate plan of ſe- 
duction ; but in ſuch trying ſituations it is not eaſy 
for any man to fay what lengths he may go. Harrit 
one day having gone into the Captain's room while he 
was dreſſiig, attired in her uſual ivoie manner, he 
caught her in his arms, and after reaping every plea- 
ſure that his hangs and lips could take, he caught her 


In 
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In his arms, conveyed her to his bed, and gave a full 
indulgence to his heated paſſions. 


3 From that time every moment was devoted to love 
fand rapture; the Captain was no leſs athletic than the 
le fair-one was amorous, and all their aim was to invent 
1 new ſcenes of dalliance. The religious old dame, who, 


as the ſtory goes, reſolved to burn every our of her 
furniture on which her wicked chambe maid had com- 


, itted fornication with the footman, would here have 
e- Mhad ſufficient cope for her itery zeal; for ſcarce an 
10 fapartme t in the houſe but was occalionally contecrated 
ut Wa temple to the Paphlan goddeſs. Nor was even the 
ds de of her enjoyments always the ſame ;—ſhe was as 
— well acquainted with the arts of varying pleaſure, as if 
to the Poſtures of Aretine had been the only book ſhe ever 
er read. (ften have the Captai and mne changed cloaths, 
y. Ithat they might, by correſpondent conduct, change 


ad their (tation in tie conteſt for delight : and while they 
mutually aſſiſted each other in tue change, heightened 


Ire Fthcir fanci-> by all he end arments of reciprocal fond- 
n- Meſs. But wh thet it was on the green moſs, under the 
a- blue anopy of heaven—whether on the carpet, on the 
ta- Fparlour, or in the bedchamber, ſtill enjoyment was her 


only purſuit; and ſhe never admired her lovers more 


me Mhan when they, 
la- 
cen Like the full-acorn'd boar, 
of | — —-cry.0!-and mounted, 
eir | 
om The Hay-left, too, was one ſcene of their raptures; 
his for acc«rding to the trial, p. 13, they frequently went 
hat Whither under pretence of ſeeking eggs, in which there 


s little doubt but Hearriot's induſtry was rewarded in 


nes the acquiſition of ſuch as the Captain could find for 
[he Mer :—ſuch a ruſtic piece of buſineſs might however be 
'ſe- Þ ſufficient excuſe for the tumbled condition in which 
>aſy ſhe uſually returned. The child was here too very im- 


prudently made a ſpectator of their ſport, without ha- 
ing any paſtime of his own ; and for this parhaps has 
; S vowed 


E 


vowed in revenge to tell his father what Captain S—— 
did t his mama in the hay loft, and where he put the 
eggs he found. Bu: from this he was det:rred by the 
evere threatnings of his mother to ſkin him alive if 
he li a word of the matter.“ | 
One, and almoſt the only witneſs who attempted to 
urge any thing in extenuation of Harriot's conduct, 
has vet ſuffered an anecdote to eſcape her, from which 
one may be almoſt led to ſuppoſe that ſhe had her hours 
of ſo ine, no leſs than her inend, | 
t icems Captain S—— and the ladies had retired, 
during the heat of the day, to a ſhed in one of the 
fields adioining home, where ſome hay was kept, where | 
they all three ſat down to repoſe themſelves; the Captain 
however, ſoon began to gambol with Harriet, in his 
accuſtomed manner, and occationally mace ſome tendres 
to her fair companion ; but as wo to one are odds at any 
thinz,—and as the lady was neither willingto interrupt 
the happi-'eſs of her friend, nor be a witneſs of impro- 
per liberties, ſhe left them for a while to their mutual? 
happineſs, and went *o contemplate in idea what they | 
experienced in reality. Whether on her return the 
Captain's complailance extended ſo far as to pay each of 
the ladies the ſame compliment, is a ſecret which this 
ami ble witneſs has not been ple ſed to divulge. 4 
It has long been an eſtabliſhed maxim in the gallant 
world,“ that the woman who is uniaithful to her huſ- 
band, will be alſo to her lover,” and Hurriot had no de- 
ſign to ſtand forth as ah inſtance of its falſity. While in 
the hei-ht of her intimacy with Capt. , the became 
atttacted by the degagee manner and addreſs of the Reve 
rend Mr. Y, a gentlenman who officiated as carate of 
 B—t—a, butis chaplain to a regiment that had juſt then 
come from abroad, . | Y 1 
From wiat has appeared of Harriot's character, it 
will be readily believed, that the ſecrecy with which it 
was attended, was more owing to the prudent manage 
ment of the curate, than to any diſert tion on the lady“: 
part. He had frequently viſite at the houſe, in con 
ſequence of his clerical character, and a man of Bi 
T OY _ _ diſcernment} x 
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diſcernment was-ſoon able to penetrate into the though 
and wiſhes of this amorous fair-one, | 

Harriot, however unprincipled, and licentious in 

er general conduct, was not wanting in the neceffary 
arts of her ſex, and could, when occaſion required, 
«+ afſume a virtue though ſhe had ic not,” —and ſhe was 
too intelligent not to know, that modeſty, tho' not de- 
fireable for its own ſake, is often high'y ſo for its effects, 
eſpecially with men, who inuſt profeſſionally aſſume a 
more than ordinary ſhare of gravity. When Mr. }/— 
therefore acquainted her with his wiſhes, .ſhe chid him 
for his preſumption, and aflume! an air of off-nded vir- 
tue. She confeſſed indeed, that Mr. might probably 
have been her choice, had ſhe ſeen him pr-vious to any 
other conne&ion—but that choice having been made, 
virtue compelled her to perſiſt in it: not but, were ſhe 
a woman of libertine principles, there was no man in 
the worl/ whom the would ſooner prefer as a gallant ; 
only as the caſe ſtood, ſhe conſidered every advance as 
an inſult to her virtue, and prudence muſt bid her ſhun 
the man who dared to aſſume ſuch liberties. 

The parſon was not quite prepared for ſuch a ſenti- 
mental effuſion ;—rallying his forces, however, he ex- 
preſſed bis ſurpriſe that a lady ſo accompliſhed and in- 
telligent as Y wy E—g—#, could be a dupe to ſuch 
vulgar prejudices, as to ſuppoſe the pleaſures of love 


couid be criminal, when they followed the wiſhes of the 


heart ?—Marriage may ſome:imes be convenient in cer» 
tai claſſes of life, but where the heart was influenced 
by mere love—how might he exclaim with Pope, 


Curſe on all laws but thoſe which Lov has made, 

Which free as air, at fight of human ties, 
Spreads his light wings, and in a moment flies ; 

Oh happy ſtate ! when ſouls each other draw; 

When love is liberty, and nature law; 

When thought meets thought; ere from the lips it part, 
And each fond with ſprings mutual from the heart; 
This ſure is bliſs, if bliſs on earth there be, 

Such be the lot of HarzioT and of me 


But, pray Sir, rejoined Hatriot, what cauſe did I evea 


give you to ſuppoſe me capable of— 
: e C2 Ns 


3 


No cauſe, my dear angel, (replied he, finding ſuch 
an abatement of her ſeverity) but the warmeſt defire of 
poſſeſſing you, and the hope, that you might admit me 
to a ſhare of that bliſs you can beſtow—and hope you 
know is the ſuſtainer and comforter of all our misfor- 
tunes. You preach well on hope, parſon, anſwered 
ſhe; and of al religious doctrines J am particularly 
fond of hope—eſpecially the hope of a reſurrefion :— 
but ſome men unhappily deny it. 

It is indeed a pleaſing doctrine, and I think particu- 
larly delightful to the ladies—cried he, catching her 
tenderly in his arms, into which ſhe languiſhingly ſunk, 
and ſoon received ample proofs of the tenets the had 
embraced. | | 


— —— 
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Their happy interviews and ſtolen hours of love 
were long continued, by the parſon's good management, 
ſo as to elude the watchful eye of ſuſpicion ; not even 
Captain S— entertaining a jealous ſentiment of his 
ſucceſsful rival ; and probably might have continued 
much longer, but from the unlucky intruſion of a 
chambermaid, who going up ſtairs one evening to ſhut 
the windows,“ heard ſomebody gently unlock the door 
of thechamber, where the little boy uſed to ſleep, when 
Harriot and her reverend confeſior came out. The 
ſudden appearance of the girl had a viſible effect upon 
Harriot, whoſe ſpirits were not yet ſufficiently recalled | 
from their extatic flight, not to be alarmed, on the oc- | 
caſion, which ſhe witneſſed by telling the girl, “ that | 
ſhe came like an apparition, never heard till ſhe was 
ſeen.” The Prieſt ſtalked gravely on, without notice- 
ing any thing. | So | 
Suſpicion now aroſe in the giil's mind, and curioſity 

prompted her to examine the chamber they had left; 
when ſhe diſcovered that the bed had been much tumb- 
led, though ſhe herſelf had made it in the morning,. 
and left it quite ſmooth, She hugged herſelf on the 
diſcovery, and preſently went down into the kitchen, 
where 


* See the intereſting Trial, p. 14, 
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where ſhe related the joke, without a dimunition of the 

facts, only dry ly adding, that ſhe ſuppoſed Mr. 

and her miſtreſs had fallen upon the bed together in a 
, | 


Harriot's character had by this time begun to be not a 
little ſuſpe d ed on account of her public freedoms with 
Captain S—, which ſuſpicion was increaſed by the 
chattering of the little boy. How, or by what means the 
Rev. Rector of the village came to be acquainted with 
theſe things, is not politively aſcertained, but on ex- 
preſſing himſelf with a virtuous warmth of reſentment, 
on the bad example given to his flock, and throwing 
out ſome alluſions relative to the intimacy with his cu» 
rate, a ſuit was inſtituted againſt him for defamation, 
and after a long trial, he was ſentenced in 200l. damages. 

Her intimacy with Mr. =, had no eff-& upon het 
connection with the Captain, to whom her favours 
were continued with the ſame liberality as ever; and 
being very fond of riding, they frequently made excur- 
fions of ten or twelve miles into the country, or to 

Richmond, Windſor, Kew, Sec. taking a ſervant with 
them. Their general cuſtom was to ſtop at ſome ob- 
ſcure public houſe, regaling and amuſing themſelves 
for an hour or two, while the ſervant was kept in wait- 


ing; or he was ſometimes ordered to put up the horſes, 


and take a repaſt in the kitchen, while his miſtreſs and 
her lover generally retired to a bed-room, that they 
might refreſh themſelves with greater convenience. 
It was in one of theſe excurſions that they were ac- 
cidentally met by the gay and gallant Colonel 2, 
who was immediately ſtruck by the figure of Harriet, 
whoſe appearance on horſeback was indiſputably grace- 
ful; her beautiful light hair was looſely tucked up un- 
der a white hat lined with pink, that gave a charming 
glow io her complexion, while her riding habit was 


perfectly adapted to diſplay her figure and ſhape, ſo that 


ihe appeared altogether a moſt deſirable object. The 
Calonel perceiving a brother officer, paid his compli- 
ments to him and the I:dy, and contrived to join their 
company, taking all poſſible opportunities of laying 

polite 
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polite and agreeable things to, her. At parting, he en 
ſily gained her addreſs, and the very next day took the 
liberty of waiting on her, who had in the mean time 
learned from Capt. S——+ the name of this new ac» 
quaintance, and the confideriti-l capacity which he 
held with a certain perfonage, efpecia'ly in his convi- 
vial and pleaſurable purſuits, | - 

By this time it will appear pretty evident, that Har- 
riot had the moſt perfect liberality of ſentim nt, and 
that her practice was as liberal as her principles. She 
never met with a handſome well-made men, whom ſhe 


did not endeavour to make a-quainted with her withes, . 


and if he ſeemed dull of apprehenſion, her metliod t 
enliven him was the ſhorte in the world. She gene- 
rally made ſom e pretence or other to cal! him into an- 
other room, as if ſhe had ſomething of importance to 
communicate which ſhe certainly had; for they were 
no ſooner alone than ſhe imparted her ſecret to him 
in the feweſt and plaineſt words. And as the room to 
which ſhe conducted gentlemen was either a bed. 
chamber, or furniſhed with a ſettee, where if her para- 
2 was ready, the buiineſs was done without de- 
ay. 4 | 
. the time the Colonel was announced, Harriot was 
ſitting in a tete-a-tete party with the Captain, whom ſhe 
left without heſitation, and cond ucted her new vilitor 
into an adjacent chamber. To relate the pai ticula:s of 
their interview, after having mentioned the progecing 
remark, would be totally ſuperfluous. i he Colone 
had indeed come under the idea of procuring a nice 
diſh for his maſter; but when he found it ſo invitingly 
I e he could not reſiſt the temptation of having the 
frſt taſte himſelf ; wiſely concluding, according to the 
old proverb, * that a ſlice could never be miſſed from 
a cut loaf,” | : E 
Whether the perſonage for whom this dainty diſt 
was about to be provided, ever participated of it, or 
not, is a fact at preſent impoſſible to be decided upon: 
but from the well-known character of the parties al- 


luded to, the reader is left to his own ſurmiies. | 
T bouglt 
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Though very few females who have not actually 
made Love their profeſſion, ever had a greater variety 
of admirers than Harriot, -yet from the eaſy ac- 
ce's which they all h-d to her perſon, and the little 
reſtraints ſhe was under in her domeſtic concerns, 
leſs of adventure, and 2 ſamene(s of event, can 
ſcarcely occur in the hiſtory of any lady who has been 
dignified by having her lite tranſmitted to the world. 
None of her conn«&ions had eve? the zeſt of difficulty 
and danger to heighten their pleaſures ; for all her lo- 

vers have juſt claim to par-dy Cæſar's motto, and ſay, 
they came, they ſaw, andenjoyed. 

Juſt at the moment when ſhe was ſatiated both with 
her marine and clerical lover, or at leaſt when her 
pronenels to inconſtancy made her wiſh for auother, 
Fortune threw a new one in her way, perfectly ſuited ' 
to her wiſhes. 

One afternoon, accompanied by a mzid- ſervant, ſhe 
took a hackney coach to Buckinzham-gate, where the 
alighted, telling her companion that ſhe was going o 
ſee Cpt. S-, and dir-&i»:g her to emain wit the 
coach till her return; which ſhe did in about an hur, 
attended by the Capt:in, who handed her into :t, ad 
then familia:ly bid her adieu, when the coachman was 
ordered to drive home again. 

On paſſing near the Chelſea water-work, Harriot 
ſaw a very ſmart officer, whom ſhe immediate y ad- 
drefled ; on his coming up to the coach ſhe invited 
him in, and he accompanied her home where he ſtaid 
tea, a d continued with her part of the evening. 

his lover was not long in bee rendered as happy as 
the former, :nd ſoon became a conſtant vi tor, paſhng 
whole days at her houſe when her huſband was abſent. 

The {ame liberties which had given caute of {uſpi- 
eion in regard of Capt. - was fo publicly rene ed 
with the new admirer, that no one could doubt of hs 
being equaily happy; and eve y bed in the +ouſe gave 
roof poſitive of their familiarity, while the poor chans 
b rmaids were tired with ſo repeatedly making them. 

. - > . A more 
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A more full oppo tunity was about this time (the 
Spring of 1782) afforded for them to take their full 
ſwing of pleaſure, by Mr. £E—g—x going to Oxford, on 
ſome buſineſs whic denies him about fix weeks, 
during which time the Captain was ſeldom abſent,— 


Parties of pleaſure, too, were often formed, which kept 


them abſent the whole night, when an apolozy was ſ-nt 
to the ſervants, acquainting them of her intention to 
fleep abroad. 0 | 

It was a ufual cuſtom with Harriot, (who at this 
time ſuppoſed herſelf to be in a ſtate of pregnancy) ta 
retire to her bed-chamher after dinner, where the Cap- 
tain conſtantly followed, to ſoothe and renter ner all 
neceſſary comfort; the ſervants were witneſies of his at- 
tention, as he would often aſſiſt in undreſſing and put- 
ting her to bed, liying himſelf down beſide her, and 
kiſfing her in the fondeſt manner, till the maids retired, 
and left them to their greater liberty. a 

A poſitive diſcovery had however nearly taken place : 
for fitting hy themſelves one evening in the parlour, 
and having been practiſing all their wanton fooleries, of 
the Captain's playing with her boſom, introducing his 
hands through her pocket holes, they ſo far raiſed their 
paſſions as to ſeek for enjoyment at the very inſtant, 
though no ſituat ion m vre convenient than an arm- chair 
could be procured. Perhaps the inconveniencies at- 
tending ſuch a poſition oceaſioned a more than ordinary 
noiſe, and alarmed the ſervants, as one of the footmen 
in a frolic immediately came up ftairs, under the pre- 
tence of throwing coals on the Fre ; the noiſe he made 
at the entrance gave to the lovers, thaugh- they could 
not ſufficiently tree themſelves from each others em- 
braces in time, to prevent ſome very extraordinary ap- 
pearances, The Captain turned aſide, confuſed, and 
out of breith, while he haſtily endeavoured to button 
up his breeches, ¶Vide the Plate) bat the lady ſeemed 
to lay languiſhing in rapture, her head reclin-d, her 
neek and boſom quite uncovered, her hair and dreſs 


quite in diſorder, her legs extended, and her petticoats 


ſomewhat above her knees. See the Trial, p. 23, &c. 
When 
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When the Captain's attendance upon duty required 
hi; abſence, Ha riot uſed frequently to alleviate the 
tolls of watching through the diſmal hours of mid» 
night by enlivening them with her preſence. As the 
reginent to which the Captain belongs, uied occafio- 
nally to do duty at a well-known ſtation in the city, 
whenever it b:came the Cap ain's turn to attend, Har- 
riot (during the fix weeks of her huſband's abſence) 
never failed to accompany him; vſually ing in a 
coach, and after ſtaying till morning, ſet off again in 
the Cbelſea ſtage. | 

The watchman who attended the 2uard-room, and 
who was employed to light the Captain's fire, make his 
bed, and do ſuch ſmilar offices, lay in an adjoining room 
ſeparated from the other by only a flight partition, by 
which he had frequent opportunities, when the lady 
ſtaid all night, to ſee them in the ſame bed together, as 
well as to hear them converſe ; and often in the morn- 
ing when he went to light the fire, (when he was ad- 
mitted by the Captain, the door being locked) he has 
ſeen them both riſe from bed, and dreſs thegſelves on 
his preſence, not perhaps without caſting a wiſhful eye 
on ſome of Harriat's tempting charms, She commonly 
breakfaited with ber hero betore ſhe returned home, 


while the family imagined ſhe was either on a viſit to 


her mother's or paſſed the night at a friend's in Covent- 
Garden. The Captain often congratulated himſelf on 
the ſupreme happineſs of this connection, and frequent- 
ly aſked the attendant if he did not think her a moſt 
charming woman. She was once imprudent enough 
to take with ber. the lady who af.erwards appeared in her 


. favour on the trial, and who declarès that they both re- 
turned the ſame night; /T7r:al, p. 73.) though another 


witneſs ſeems pretty plainly to deny this. (Tr1a!, p. 65) 
Their intimacy continued for a greater length of 


time than uſually takes places in connections not found- 


ed inſentiments, or any attachment previous to the moſt 
unbounded liberties. By the depoſition of a very re- 
ſpectable witneſs it appears, that the Captain conti- 
nued to viſit her for ſeveral montlis, ſtaying both day 
and niglit, when the 88 1 of Mr. 2. - would 


permit 
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permit ſuch indulgence ; during which time the witneſs 
ſaw the moſt improper familiarities paſs between them, 
while the Captain acted in every reſpe-t more like the 
maſter of the houſe than a viſitor ; generally coming 
there within a few minutes after Mr. £—g—1 had ſet 
off for town, and upon admiſſion, without aſking any 
queſtions, would run up ſtairs, whiſtling and finging, to 
Harriit's bed-chamber, dreſſing- room, or wherever ſhe 
happened to be. Indeed, he ſeems to have been under 
an apprehenſion that one day they ſhould have come to 
a conſummation before his face; for while they were in 
the room beſide him, the Captain began to attack her 
with all the freedom for which, even ſolitude, in their ſitu- 
ation, could not have apologized. He rudely thruſt his 
hands into her boſom, and between her thighs, puſhing 
her up againſt the book caſe; Harriot making no re- 
fiſtance, but perhaps underſtanding his actions as a 
ſymptom of coming love, withdrew with him into an 
adjoining apartments, to grant fruition to his deſires. 

The Captain uſed commonly, when uncertain of Mr. 
Eg -s being at home, to make his appearance at the 
end of a lane, where he could be ſeen by Harriet from 
the window; and on ſuch occaſions fhe would go to 
him, and either bring him home, or ſtay ſome time with 
him; and either bring him home, or ftay ſome time 
with him; and in fact, while Mr. E—g—n was en- 
gaged with the company, ſhe has frequently ſtaid with 
him till eleven or twelve at night. ES, 

Minutely to enter into every ſcene of licentiouſneſs 
wherein Har izt was concerned, would be to ſwell theſe 
Memoirs into v«lumes, and exhibit a ſeries of ſuch pro- 
fligate and unprincicled turpitude as would put ſhame 
to the bluſh, Any man, and every man, who but offered 
to g ratify her | bidinous appetite, had a welcome recep- 
tion; and if ſhe found them backward in tkeir advan- 
ces, ſhe took every means to diſpel their fears, and rouſe 
their ſenſibility. 

She was one evening prepared for Vauxhall, in con- 
ſequence of an en; agement ſhe had made with the fa- 
mous dir J. L——, (whom ſhe formed * 
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with in conſequence of his conſulting Mr. EZ on 
ſo ne matters reſpecting a law-ſuit) and was to have join- 
ed him at Smith's Tea Gardens ; but having taken a boat 
at Batterſea, and finding the waterman to be one of thoſ: 
robuſt athletic forms whom ſhe knew by experience to 
be well endowed for the amorous fight, ſhe reſo! ved to 
have one ſtruggle with him b<fore ſhe ſurrendered her- 
ſelf to the Phætonic Baronet. | 

The man perceiving her to be very genteelly dreſſed, 
had ſpread his cloaths upon the ſeat of the boat, as 
well to preſerve her dreſs from injury, as to make her 
ſituation more agreeable ; as ſoon as they were pat off, 
ſhe ſquatted herſelf down fronting the waterman, ex- 
tending her feet to each fide of the boat, as if to pre- 
ſerve,a ſteady poſture ; ang throwing open her cloak and 
handkerchicf gave him a full view of a boſom that was 
well calculated to raife deſire in any heart. She then 
began to chat with” him, admiring the ſtrength and 
luſtineſs with which he pulled, while his ſquare-jct 
ſhoulders and brawny cheſt, made her heartily with 
that ſtrength to be emp!oved on another occaſion. 
Though the man might doubtleſs feel inclination 
ariſe from the diſplay ſhe gave of her beauties, yet he 
did not preſume to any liberties, till ſhe gave him much 
farther encouragement. In pretending to ad uſt her 
ſhoe ſhe exhibited part of a well- mad leg. The Wa- 
terman's ſenſations began to grow itroiger ; the agita- 
tion of his ſpirits was viſible in every motion—he was 
ſcarcely able to conduct his boat, Har riot enjoyed his 
confuſion, and and having now, ſhe thought, wound- 
ed him to the pitch, ſhe carel-ſsly drew up her petti- 
coats under pretence of tving her garter, and artfully 
threw herſelf backwards, and ſliding down into tae 
middle of the boat, 


He ſaw Eylſium and the milky way, 
Fair opeuing to the ſhades beneath her breaſt z 
In Venus” lap the ſtruggling wanton lay, 
And while ſhe ſeem'd to hide, reveal'd the reſt; 
A mole, embrown'd with no vnſeemly grace 
Grey near, embelliſhing the ſacred place, 


N 2 


1 


. This was indeed too much and honeſt Tizg muſt hive 
| been ſupereminently ſtupid to have any Jonger miſun- 

| derſtood her wiſhes. So far was nature up in arms, that 
| he ſcarce preſerved recollection to lay in his oars, betore 
| he ſunk down upon her, and preſently gave a proof of 
4 his vigour, by the moſt heartfelt ſtrokes ine had ever ex- 
i perienced, and ſuch a profuſe libation to the goddeſs 
whom they worſhipped, that ſhe might be truly ſaid te 
* 1 ſwim in extacy. | 
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The many exploits of our heroine began now to be 
loudly ſpoken of, and her charafter ſo freely handled, 
that ſuſpicions began to dart even acroſs the mind of 
her huſband ; though probably he, as is often the caſe in 
ſuch ſitvations, was the laſt Who ſuſpected her. He re- 
ſolved however, to remove her from the ſcene of cen, 
ſure, and accordingly took a houſe in the Adelphi, ex- 
actly oppoſite to a 3 and very genteel hotel. 


No change of place or circumſtances will have much 
influence upon in- born principles or ſentiments, Har- 
riot had by this time confirmed herſeif jp he opinion, 
that beauty ought to be as common as the ſun and ag; 
that marriage is only the veil of cuſtom, thrown over the 
delires of nature, which it is a virtue to indulge, either 
with one's huſband, or any other perſon; and that 
ſhe who does not indulge them with thoſe ſhe loves, 
is a ſlave to that cuſtom which was niegut for her con- 
veniency; and this maxim ſhe ſogn hegan to exem- 
plify. 

From the firſt moment of her appearance at this 
new reſidence, it was concluded by the looſeneſs of 
her manners, that ſhe was not a married, but a kept 

woman; nothing was more frequent than to ſee her 
ſtanding at her bed-chamber window, half undreſſed, 
er boſom quite expoſed, and from thence make ſigns 
to gentlemen, who happened to be at the hotel ; ſome- 
times ſhe would throw herſelf into a variety of luſcious 


* 


+ and indecent attitudes. | 
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Some of the gentlemen who frequented the hotel, 
treated her with the contempt which her wantonneſs 
deſerved, while others formed connections with her, as 
a temporary convenience, 

The firſt upon record was Mr, S———y, who oc- 
eaſjona!ly reſided at the hotel, and one day, per- 
ceiving her at the window an the uſual manner, while 
he was getting his hair dreſſed ; he returned her com- 
pliments of nods, and beckonings to come over to her, 
by intimating that he would do fo, and accordingly 
ſet off. Apprehenſive, perhaps, of the ſpeedy return 
of her huſband, ſhe judged it improper to gratify their 
wiſhes at home, and therefore having called a hackney 
coach, they drove to a noted bagnio ear Charing-croſs ; 
—and- thus commenced an intrigue, which continued 


fo long as ſhe remained in that n-!ghbourhood, 


But it will readily be believed from the warmth 
and leyity of her temper, that this was not the only 
one in which ſhe engaged: in fact, it was ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded by another with a Mr. , whoſe ac- 


quaintance was procured in a. ſimilar manner; and 


upon this plan did ſhe proceed, till ſhe was become 


as damiliariy known by every waiter at the hotels, and 
in the gardens, as any of thoſe profeſſional nymphs 
whom they favor with their nightly ſummons. 

In the mean time her behaviour grew more diſagree- 
able to the virtuous and reſpeRtav'e part of the neigh- 
bourhood, ail of whom totally renounced every degree 
of intimacy or connection with her, and moſt cordially 
wiſhed her out of the neighbourho-d; eſpecially the 
pwners. of the hotel: while her huſband's houſe was 
rendered little better than a brothel, by her enormities ; 
and even not content with launching into every irregu- 
larity herſelf, ſheeyen wiſhed to involve her own atten- 
dant in the ſame infamy. 


Her favourite Captain having paid a viſit one day, 
during the ti ne of her r ſidence in the Alelyhi, but not 
immediately fin din Harriet, and cncluding that like 
miſtr-ſs like mai, he egan taking ſome rude liberties 
with the girl, who ran up ſtairs from him; he purſued 

however 
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however - but, ſhe called ſome of the other maids ta 
her aſſiſtance, when her virtuous miſtreſs having mad 
her appearance, inſiſting upon the girl's return ng, with 
which ſhe refuſed, on account of hi, rudeneſs ; but be- 
ing at length over-perſuaded by her miſtreſs, who told 
the girl ſhe ſtood in her own light ; Nancy conſente:! to 
go down ſtairs again with him and her miſtreſs, and they 
returned to the parlour ; where, however, Nancy not 
proving quite accommodatinz, the Captain and Har- 
rior were left together, their difficulties and ſcruples be- 
ing more eaſily overcome. 


One afternoon ſhe drew over two admirers from the 


hotel, when having enjoyed themſelves for ſome time 


over a bottle of wine, ſhe invited one of them, Mr. 
C „to view ſome ornaments in the drawing-roon, 


an apartment conſtantly provided with a ſopha, and if 


the reader attends to a remark we have before made, of 


the readineſs with which the communicated. her ſenti- 


ments on ſuch occaſions, he need not be ſurprized that 
they had examined the moſt material ornaments in leſs 
than a quarter of an h6ur, nor that the preſence or 
aſſiſtance of a third would have been totally unneceſſary, 

On their return, tea was prepared for the gentlemen, 
Mr. C——, ſeating himſelf by Harris!, and throwing, 
His arms round her waift, with all the freedom of a 
happy lover, while the other fat ſpectator of thoir in- 
dulgence, in the hopes of being at ſome other time per- 
mitted to ſee her ornaments. 5 

A number of circumſtances appear in the Trial of 
this Lady, fo fraught with coarſe indecency, fo fully 
characteriſtic of the lewdneſs and infamy of her con- 
duct, that thoſe who are delighted with ſuch deſcrip- 
tions may have recourſe to it, and expect a full gratifi- 
cation of their wanton t:ſte. In theſe Memoirs, we can 
only ſkim the ſurface of her life, and relate the leaſt in- 


delicate part of her actions: . nice inveſſ iga- 


tions of facts to the gentlemen of Doctors Commons, 


- whercas, by the above work it appeared, that Lady 
W, Mrs. N—, and all the race of modern criminals, 
were veſtals in compzriſon to this lady. _ | 
25 Whate ter 


! 
Whatever ſuſpicions were framed by her huſband r« 
lative to the profligacy of her conduct, it does not appear 


tuat he was poſitively convinced thereof, till the gentle- 


man who was hes clerk, unable longer to conceal the in- 
juries done to his maſter, informed him of the buſineſs 
which had been too ſully confirmed by the evidence of 
every ſervant inthe hou'e; when a feparation was imme- 
diatcly concluded upon, and the was in April 1784, fent 
to the houie of a gentleman, a particular friend of Mr. 


I- s, at Lyme-Ke:is, in Dorſetſhire, where, be- 


nes paying libcrally for her board, he allowed her up- 
wards of one hundred a-year for cloaths and pocket- 
money. 

In this place ſhe ſoon hegan to appear in her natural 
colours, and behaved with ſuch jevity and indecorum, 
that ſhe became univerſally ſhunned by the reſpectable 
part of the town, The ſtrict watch that was put over 
her actions, prevented her for ſome time from any pu- 
blic amours, but the family where ſhe refided having 
occaſion to viſit London for a few weeks, the manage- 
ment of the houſe much againſt its owner's inclination, 
was commit:ed to Harrist's management. 

No ſooner was ſhe at liberty, than ſhe returned to 
Her career of wantonneſs with double vigor. In I-ſs 
than two days after their departure, ſhe commenced an 
mtrigue with a baker's ſon in the neighbourhood, who 
ſoon became as conſtant a viſitor at that houſe, as Capt. 
S had been at Batter ſea. 


This gentleman ſeems unneceſſarily to have added 


fuel to a fire ſufficiently ftrong ; for almoſt on his firſt 


acquaintance he preſented her with a volume moſt ad- 
mirably calculated to inſtruct even a mind as well 
initiated in debauchery as Harriot's, it was the //oman 
of Pleaſure, with coloured plates, and though ſhe had 
never devoted much of her time to reading, yet ſhe 


applied herſelf to this with an affiduity almoſt unparal- 
lelled. In ſhort, it became Wy 


Her ſtudy and delight 
To read by day and meditate by nights 


Noe 
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Not that it ever became a ſubjeR of her nightly medita 
tion when ſhe could procure a proper companion for 
practiſing the leſſons the received from it: and willing 
that the knowledge ſhe imbibed ſhould not be confined 
to herſelf, the ſelected a young pupil in the houſe, a 
foot-boy, whoſe mind the endeavoured to enliyhten by 
reading this work to him, and illuſtrating by perſon 1 
example the bcauttes of tlie plates; telling him, * ſuch 
were the ways in which gentle folks and poor ones 
ſhewed their love for each other.” Though the young 
lad's perſon was ſufficiently promiſing to make her 
ſuppoſe he would yield her a delicate treat; when tu- 
tored to her withes, yet his youth and diffidence were 
for ſome time bars to her ſucceſs; and notwithftand- 
ing ſhe endeavoured to render him ledons practically 
intelligible by conveying his hands to every part te 
which the figures alluded, uſing her own with the ſame 
freedom, and placing heiijelf in every poſture that the 
painter had exhibited, ſtill her pupils baſhfulneſs con- 
tinued an obſtacle to her wiſhes; and fur a while ſhe 


deſiſted from her purſuit, but only in confequence of a 


new connection. 


She was fitting in the parlour, when one Mr. D—/l, 


an attorney's clerk paſſed by, whom it is uncertam 
whether ſhe had ever before been acquainted with—ſhe 
tapped on the glaſs, when the genfleman immediately 
alighted, and having tied up his horſe at the door, walk- 
ed in. A tour in the garden was ſoon after propoſed 
by the fair-one, to which place ſhe immediately repaired, 
and after ſcating themſelves on a graſs plat, were ſport- 
Ing themſelv:s with fome little innocent liberties, Har- 
riot diſcovered her young pupil. Simon, peeping at them 


from a window, where he pretended to be cleaning 


knives ; and enraged that he ſhould be a witn:/s, where 
he might have been a party, ran and cuifed him for 
his inſolenge, telling him hc had no buſineſs to watch 
her. She then returged to Mr. D/, and ef the reſult 
of their converſation, it will be unueeeſlary to give any 
acdtount. l 


During 
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During the interval in which Harriot diſcontinued 
her leſſons from Simon, ſhe was viſited a ſecond time 
by Mr. D-— ; but Simon was adviled to go a holiday- ' 
making; a ſcheme which effectually precluded diſco- 
very, tho? it could not prevent ſuſpicion. ' 

Neither Batter/ea, nor London itſelf, produced greater 
variety for Harrict, than this rural ſituation, where 
ſhe had two lovers within the hour. Capt. & , tho” 
moſt probably an entire ſtranger, by ſome means be- 
came a familiar acquaintance ; and was admitted to 


every freedom; yet during the very time he continued 


in the parlour with her, one of her acquaintance, whom 


ſhe called Capt. S—, paſſed by, and ſhe immediately 


ran to the window, threw up the ſaſh, and invited him 

to come 1n. | | 
The Captain being a man of gallantry, immediately 

alighted, and came in at the window, the oiher military 


hero having in the mean time decamped and gone about 


his buſineſs. Simon was diſpatched with the Captain's 
Horſe to a neighbouring inn, but on his return found 
the parlour faſtened on the infide, with the key ſo art- 


Ifully placed as to intercept all proſpects, at the ſame 


time that the window-ſhutters were cl!o!ed. Preſently, 


Fhowever, the fair one appeared, but tante en diſbabille, 
F her hair in diſorder, her handkerchief unpined, and 
JF nearly off her boſom, and all her cloaths in a very 


ſuſpicious ſtate of confuſion. 2d 

To the military admirers, ſucceeded one of the leſs 
boiſterous caſt, and who, like Simon, ſeemed to need 
ſome ſpurring to action this was the poſt maſter of 
the town, who very ſoon was admitted to equal honour 
with all his predeceſſors. Simon here alſo had the mor- 
tification of ſeeing another reap thoſe bleſſings which he 
had not ſpirit to partake of ; the ſcene was again in the 
garden, a place for which ſhe ſeems to have had as 
ſtrong a N as many other ladies have had for 
ſcrubberies; in a frolic, ſhe drew off her ſtocking, and 


ran bare legged about the trees, till falling on ber 

back, and pretending to have hurt herſelf, the kind 

poſt- maſter generouſly gave her all the reli and afi/t= 
Se” 
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ence in I is pier. Recovering from the hurt ſhe had 
received, lige Atalanta, the began the race again, though 
as dehrous of another tumble as tne other Pad been of 
the golden fruit, and accordingly ſhe fell a ſecond 
time, and a ſecond time did her purſuer ſhew his bene- 
volence; till fearful pe haps the courſe would prove 
an endleſs one, he prevailed upon her to return into the 
houſe. | | | 

This gentleman it is preſumed, and not without ap- 
parant foundation, had been an attendant on the Lec- 
tures of the celebrated Dr, Graham, of meretricious me- 
mory, where he bad learnt the efficacy of cod water; 
for inſtantly on returning from their amorous play, 
he requeſted tne uſe of a b:ideau, a veſſel with which 
Harriet was totally unacquainted ; but being 1aformed 
of its uſe, ſhe provided him with a proper conveniency, 
preſenting him allo with a fringe, which be preſently 


filled with water, and Harriet having placed herſelf in a 


proper poſition, he diſcharged it W241 Bp" VP 

This gentleman was one of thoſe, who, though they 
may have no objection to the occaſional favors of a 
pretty woman, are by no means diſpoſed (to uſe the 
words of the above great man) for a Lane ſoak; and on 
his next viſit, when Harriot complained of being ſo 
much indiſpoſei that ſhe muſt retire to bed, —. re- 
queſting him to accompany her to her chamber, he 
apologiſed partly on the indelicacy of ſuch a ſtep, and 
on his having a prior engagement. 5 

* * * * * * * 


Deſerted for a time, as it ſeems, by all her other 
admirers, ſhe had again recourſe to her pupil Simon. 
Watching an opportunity, therefore, when he was 
aſleep, ſhe ftole up to his bed-chamber, dreſſed only 
in her ſhift and petticoat ; her firſt buſineſs was to take 
a full view of his corporeal accompliſhments, for which 
purpoſe ſhe ſtrippped the bed-cloaths entirely off him, 
and then drawing up his ſhirt, ſtood in ſilent wonder 
at the goodly proſpect. | 

Her clerical lover's doctrine of the reſurrection ſhe 
was perfectly attached to, and therefore inſtantly ſet 
about the practice; not doubting the efficacy of her 

5 | applications; 
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atplicttions; applications in many caſes more powerful 
than any of thoſe preſcribed by the Humane Society. 

Simon wakenod in this critical fituation,—he was half 
aſhamed, and like Joſeph, wanted to fly from a ſecond 
Patipher's wife; but ſhe preſſed him too cloſely to ad- 
mit his eſcape. One of the houſe-maids, to whom ſhe 
had been very aſſiduous in explaining parts of her fa- 
vorite book, The Horan of Pleaſure, had accompanied her 
in this expedition, probably with the idea of ſeeing a 
realization of what had been re d to her but Har iot 
taking pity on Simon's modeſty, and thinking the pre- 
ſence of a third perſon might be an obſtacle to her own* 
happineſs, prudently diſcharged the girl. Ihen ſeat- 
ing herſelf on the bed-fide by him, ſhe began to que- 
ſtion him concerning his notions of love, and what in- 
timacies he had ever formed with the other ſex, 

Theſe were ſubje&s which, of all others, poor 5imen 
was the utmoſt ſtranger to. He told her that he had 
never been in love with any body, except once a little 
with his couſin Dolly, while he aid at his aunt's, be- 
fore he got a place; and as to his maidenhead, as ſhe 
called it, why—to be ſure, he had it till this very day; 
for that he had never gone much farther than ſnatching 
a kiſs from his couſin. | 

Harriot became very eager to know what he meant by 
much farther ; and leaning tenderly upon his breaſt, 
while ſhe introduced his hand into her own boſom, ſhe 
intreated him to tell her the whole of his adventure 
with couſin Dolly. 

* He informed her then, that one Sunday morning, 
when he was moſt certainly tempted by the Devil, he 
3 to be unwell, and ſtaid from church, when 

is couſin Dolly was left to take care of the houſe ;—that 
about twelve o'clock he began to have ſtrange thoughts, 
and invited his couſin up ſtairs to his room, under pre- 
tence of giving her a new ribband, and ſome ballads he 
brought her | London with him :—ſhe went with 
him to be ſure, and he gave her the ribband and the 
ballads; —and the bed being down, he pulled her down, 
and propoſed they —_— try the tune of the —_ 
2 e 
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She ſat down, but ſighed—and that ſigh had ſuch an ef- 
fect upon him, that he could not ſing for want of 
breath—ſhe ſaw his confuſion, he ſaid, and wanted to 
get up, while he put his hand gently about her waiſt 
to detain her ;—ſhe was only dreſſed in a bed-gown 
without ſtays, and the pin that faſtened it before com- 
ing out, he threw himſelf upon her boſom—they both 
fell back without ſpeaking a word—and he was on the 
point of compleating his wickedneſs when his aunt 
knocked at the door—and ſo we were moſt providental- 
ly. interrupted. 

But not very pleaſantly—ſaid Harriot. 

Simon ſaid he thought it was for the beſt. That his 
aunt ſeemed to ſuſpect ſomething, and examined his 
couſin very narrowly ; and that.ſhe queſtioned him too, 
why they were ſo long in coming to the door: But 
Dolly told her, ſhe had been aſleep, and had had a very 
frightful dream, which put her into a great deal of con- 
fuſion; though he believed that his aunt examined Dolly 

very narrowly ; however, they both fairly eſcaped, 

We never afterwards went the ſame length—only 
played ourſelves like children—juſt as your ladyſhip 
and J do now, | 

O Simon, cried ſhe, what a fund of pleaſure there 
is in ſtore for you !—And have you no longing to try 
the ſame with ſome other pretty woman, that you only 
attempted with your couſin ? Do not you wiſhto 
practice ſome of the delights I read you. an account 
of ?—You never taſted the food of life, you rogue,—it 
would be charity to give you a little. Can you be ſe- 
cret, Simon, continued ſhe. 

He promiſed to be perfectly obedient to her. 

Let us be happy then, ſaid ſhe. 

She put herſelf into a ſituation to make him fo, and 
had preſently the ſatisfaction of finding that all the 
leſſons ſhe had given him, had by no means been thrown 
away ; and what he wanted in experience was ſuffici- 


ently atoned tor by vigor and inclination, 
as * * * 


— 


- 
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Simon's youth andinexperience, rendered him too li- 
beral in his endeavours to pleaſe his lady; for he was 
by no means a ſufficient general to practice any ma- 
neeuvres with his fairenemy : while poor Simon conti- 
nued the amorous conflicts 'till he became fairly inca- 
pable of offering battle, or even accepting a challenge. 
The intrigue was probably by th's means put a period 
to; and partly by a diſcovery owing to Harriat's im- 
prudence, She had followed Simon to his bed-room, 
where he had undreſſed himſelf, and was going into 
bed, when ſhe made him put on his breeches and fol- 
low her down to her own bed-chamber, where ſhe pla- 


ced him under the bedſtead of one of the maids who 


ſlept in the ſame room with her, bidding him hide him 
ſelf there till they were both in bed, and then he might 
come to her own. She left him alone for ſome time, 
and then returning with the ſervant, they undreſſed 
themſelves, and went to their reſpective beds, Simon 
in the mean time falling aſleep, and breathing pretty 
hard, he was overheard by the ſervant, who imagin= 
ed there were thieves in the room; Harriet laughed 
At her notions; but the girl perſiſting, and bringing 
lights, looked under the bed, and diſcovered poor Simon, 
who was immediately dragged from his hiding place, 
and made to retire to his own apartment—a circum- 
ſtance which he did not probably much regret. 

The time now approaching when Mr.B ——, the 
gentleman at whoſe houſe Harriet reſided, was expect- 


ed home, and being conſcious that her conduct had 


been ſuch as muſt bring on the ſevereſt reprehenſion 
from Mr. B, ſhe began to think of retreating from 
the houſe. It was true indeed that Mr. B had re- 
ceived ſuch authentic information of her improper con- 
duct during his abſence, that he could not, conſiſtent 
with his character, give her countenance any longer, and 
had therefore determined to acquaint Mr. z 
with his reſolutions, 

Harriot having made up her mind as to her depar- 
ture, and reſolving to beſtow ſome token of her efteem 
upon the ſervants of the family, and eſpecially her 


pupil, 
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pupil, took an opportunity next day, while they were 
aſſembled in the kitchen, to fulfil her intentions. | 
Having provided a pair of ſciſſars, and ſome ſmall 
pieces of paper, ſhe very deliberately drew up her pet- 
ticoàts, and cut a parcel of HAIR from that ſacred ſpot 
which Engliſh ladies think it little leſs than ſacrilege to 
deface. She then carefully diſtributed it in little, pack- 
ets to thoſe about her. 8 

Simon indeed was abſent at the critical moment of 
this depredation, but on coming in, and enquiring the 
buſin+fs, he was told by one of Mr, B—'s children, 
that Mis. E had been cutting it off, under her 
petticoats ;—he requeſted that he might not be forgot 
among thoſe who ſhared her favors, ſhe complied, 
though ſhe expreſſed herſelf fearful that if ſhe parted 
with any more, her huſband would diſcover it. How- 
ever Simon reſolved to preſerve a token of favor more 
curious than valuable. | 

The levity of her character and conduct induced 
many men of gallantry and diſſipation, (who are always 
fond of increaſing the liſt of females they have been 
happy with) to pay her an occaſional viſit. To ſome 
of thoſe, her beauty was an irreſiſtable incitement, for 
the enjoyment of which they could excuſe the total want 
of thoſe engaging complacencies that render female ſo- 
ciety inviting, even when paſſion is exhauſted. Among 
this claſs may be counted Lord D——, Mr, C——, 
and ſome others, who could think her worth purſuing 
ſo long as her eyes kept their brilliancy, or her com- 
plexion its luſtre, But with men of more refined no- 
tions in love, and who wiſhed to have ſomething more 
than what they would purchaſe at a bagnio, the rude- 
neſs of hermanners, a total inſenſibility of mind, and 
a*completeignorance of all the elegancies of ſocial life, 
rendered her at once unworthy beit future attention. 


Col. In, as amorous as he is accompliſhed, had 
heard her mentioned in the higheſt terms of praiſe ; but 
when introduced to her, was equally ſhocked and diſ- 
appointed; it is juſtly obſerved by the poet, 
All naturally fly, what does purſue ; 
*Tis fit inen ſhould be cy, when women 2. 
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nor could all her advances have the leaſt effect upon 
the Colonel; and they parted with equal diſſatisfac- 
ction on both ſides. 

Harriet ſeemingly was conſcious of the improprie- 
ties of her actions, eſpecially before the children of Mr, 
B——, and therefore endeavoured to conciliate the af- 
fection of the elder ones, by promiſes and endearments; 
and on the laſt time of Captain S——y leaving the houſe, 
ſhe offered the eldeſt daughter of Mr. B— a ſhilling, 
if ſhe would never inform her father reſpecting Capt. 
5 y's viſits to her. 

But one inſtance of her abandoned profligacy can 
never be held in ſufficient deteſtation and abhorrence : 
for not content with gratifying her own depraved appe- 
tite by the moſt unceaſing peruſal of every performance 
that could tend to inflame the paſſions ; not content 
with reading them to the houſe-maids, foot-boys 
and grooms, and to every perſon who viſited her, 
ſhe muſt endeavour to contaminate the innocent minds 
of Mr. B 's children, the eldeſt of whom was a 
a girl of about nine years of age, by ſhewing and ex- 
plaining to them the plates in the Woman of Pleaſure, 
and ſuch ſimilar works as conſtituted her library. Cir- 
cumſtances that ſtamp her character with more odium 
than all her other infamies united, 

The heat of the day having once invited her to bathe, 
ſhe repaired to the machine, accompanied by one of the 
maids, where having undreſſed herſelf, juſt as ſhe was 
preparing to go into the water, ſhe called to a gentleman, 
whom ſhe addreſſed as Mr. L——, deſiring him to come 


to her ; an injunction which he readily obeycd, and he 
coutinued alone with her for above a quarter of an hour; 
—their converſation,—their buſineſs—may be gueſſed 
it is not to be repeated. 

Immediately after Mr. L—— had quitted her em- 
braces, ſhe ran into the colder ones of the pure ſtream, 


Her 
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Her hair bound backward in a ſpiral wreath, 
Her upper beauties to the ſight betray'd. 
The happy ſtream, concealing thoſe beneath 
Around, her waſte, with cirling waters play'd 
Who, while the fair-one, on his boſom ſported, 
Her dainty limbs with liquid kiffes courted. 
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The lover view'd, as one fatigu'd with heat 
Who near at hand beholds a $HADY Cote; 
oyful in hope amid the Kind retreat 
To ſhun the dog-ſtar in his noon-tide hour; 
Or as when parch'd with droughty thirſt one ſpies 
A moſſy grot, whence pureſt waters riſe. 


** * * * - *% 


But though -many of thoſe chance amours proved 
highly pleaſing to her, ſhe ſometimes met with diſap- 
pointments that greatly hurt her defires, without 
wounding either pride or delicacy. As ſhe was one day 
riding abroad, unattended, a ſhower of rain obliged 
her to take ſhelter at an inn on the road, where ſhe had 
not been many minutes before the ſame neceſſity pro- 
cured her the company of two gentlemen of rank, Sir 
P. B „and the Hon, Mr. L———, The ap- 
pearance of a well dreſſed woman drew their attention, 
and they exerted their complaifance to entertain her for 
ſome time, *till her language and behaviour excited 
ſome unfavorable opinion of the ſanity of her charac- 
ter ; they therefore began to treat her with as much 
pallantry as they had before ſhewed her reſpect. The 
converſation finally ended in a propoſal to draw lots 
which ſhould be the happy man; Mr. L—— was ſuc- 
ceſsful,” and Sir P——, having ordered his horſe, rode 
off. But how great was Harriot's mortification, when, 
without, aſſuming any further liberties, Mr. L—— po- 
litely withdrew, with this ſevere reproach, ** that he 
could not think of being under the obligation of Favors 
from a lady, whoſe charms he perceived were free to 
every man! - and then followed his friend. | 

In this unlimited purſuit of unlicenſed pleaſure, with- 
out taſte, or the idea of any indulgence but the groſieſt 
ſenſual appetite, was ſhe daily occupied, when ſhe en- 
cquntered a new lover, whoſe notions aud whoſe feelings 


were 
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were perfectly congenial to her own—he was the coach- 
man of a gentleman in the neighbourhood ; ſhe had ſeen 
him ride out with his horſes—a pair of animals much 
ſuperior in mental accompliſhments (if the expreſſion may 
be allowed) to him who. controuled them; and ſhe con- 
trived to throw herſelf in his way at a time when he was 
alone, She was not wanting in the means of commencing 
an acquaintance—and her wiſhes were ſoon explained, 
and as ſoon underſtood. The ſtables (which the reader 
who is verſed in the amorous hiſtory of the preſent cen- 
tury, may recollect was the ſcene of love between Lady 
L and one of | her admirers) became now the altar 
of Paphos, where Harriot and her Driver ſacrificed moſt 
liberally. But fear, rather than the ſhame of an open 
detection, urged her to have his viſits occaſionally at home. 

He was introduced to Mr. B——'s as bringing a letter 
from her huſband, under favor of his own maſter, and was 
taken to a parlour where Harriot longingly expected him. 
Her eyes ſparkled with deſire on his entrance; ſhe ſhow- 
ered on him the moſt unbounded careſſes, ſtifled him al- 
moſt with her ardent kiſſes, which ſhe accompanied with 
the moſt wanton looks and actions. 

The brute was little moved by all her expreſſions ct 
fondneſs, though they were couched in the moſt volup- 
tuous language—he was aCtuated by only a mechanical 
ſenſe of pleaſure, totally ignorant of gallantry—a ſtran- 

er to delicacy or taſte, but ſtrongly animated by the feel- 
ings of animal nature. The enjoyments of downrigkt 
ſenſe were thoſe that Harriott only panted after, and ſhe 
was fully gratified in the arms of her ſtupid paramour.— 
When he had indulged the lady's wiſhes, he departed. 

One might here give way to reflection on the complete 
depravity of Harriots mind, on admitting to her em- 
braces an object. deſerving of ſuch ſupreme contempt ; 
thoſe with whom ſhe had hitherto ſatiated her luſt, were 
rug any beings compared to this Caliban—but in aban- 
doning herſelf to ſych a boor, ſhe proyed her taſte was a 
leſs groſſly ſenſual, than that her heart was totally deſti- 
tute of every ſentiment. of virtue or delicacy. _ | 

While the coachman continued her favorite, ſhe recei- 
yed an epiſtle from her quondam lover, Mr. C-—; the 
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gentleman whom ſhe conducted to ſee her ornaments in the 
drawing-room, at the time ſhe lived in the Adelphi. The 
ſubject of the letter was to inform her of his intentions io 
viſit her, and make a renewal of their intimacy. Har- 
riot received this information with pleafure, which ſoon 
was heightened by the actual arrival of her inamorato, 
with whom the repeated all her guilty pleaſures ;—her 


love of variety, and her love of vice feeming, as Pope, 


To grow with her years, and ſtrengthen with her ſtrength. 
And though her intercourſe with this gentleman was not 
leſs criminal, it was certainly leſs contemptible and de- 
grading to her than the one he broke through to renew- 
this. + s «„ % * „ „%% „„ „ # | 

Some little time before her returning to /eworth, a 
lover of a ſingular character prefented himſelf to her in as 
fingular a manner :—it was the Rev, Mr, B-—, a title 
he might well aſſume from his ſanctimonious appearance, 
who had become defirous of adding her to the number of 
his female converts. He opened his defigns to her—he 
talked of repentance—regeneration—new birth, and a' 
multitude of ſubjects of which Harriot had never once 
thought—he continued his converiation ſome time, and 
doubtleſs ſaid many good things to her ;—though all the 
while his roſy looks and animated features ſeemed to ſay, 
that the influence of the ſpirit was not always ſufficient 
to reſiſt the impultes of the fleſh :—ſhe difliked trifling, 
and would have given up a thouſand fine ſpeeches at any 
time for one vigorous effort—fhe therefore put a truce to 
religion and fentiment, and the converfation concluded in 
a manner that required no witneſſes, though it might 
occaſion new cauſe for repentance, 

but the moment was now arrived for putting her plan 
of e opement in execution; and on receiving certain in- 
telligence of Mr. B and his family being on their 
return home, fhe immediately left Lyme, and retreated 
to the houſe of her father-in-law, Mr. S—— at Hfeworth, 

The conduct of Harriet, during her ſtay at Lyme, was 
related to Mr. B — in the fulleſt manner; all his friends 
declaring that they muſt have denied themſelves the plea- 
lure of viſiting at his houte, while he had gt > Be 
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keep a woman of ſuch abandoned effrontery under his 
protection. It was not without reluctance that this gen- 
tleman communicated ſuch intelligence to his friend, Mr. 
£—g—1 but juſtice required the taſk; and upon a con- 
ſultation of the friends of Mr. E—g—n, it was judged 
moſt expedient to take proper meaſures tor a divorce, 
Sufficient witneffes were readily procured to ſubſtantiate 
every charge, and to give accounts of many unſuſpected 


crimes. 


To give the evidence, who bad ſeen Harriat in bed 
with Capt. B-—,when ſhe uſed to viſit him at the Bank, 
an opportunity of fully aſſuring himſelf that ſhe was the 
identical lady in queſtion, Mr. B—, at the requeſt of 
his friend, went to pay her a viſit at her father-in-law's, 
when B-x—r pretended accidentally to call on Mr. 
B-—, and he was accordingly preſent when Harriot 
was ſpoken to and addreſſed as the wife of Mr, E—g—z : 
a circumſtance that involved her in much confuſion at 
the time, as ſhe perfectly recollected B-x—-r, and could 
not doubt what was in agitation againſt her; and in con- 
ſequence of which ſhe wrote to Mr. B at Lyme, 
expoſtulating with him how he could treat her ſo diſinge- 
nuouſly ; ſhe was fure that he muſt have ſeen her diſtreſs 
on that occaſion ; and ſhe ſcarcely thought that a man of 
honour and feeling could act a part fo repugnant to right, 
as to introduce a perſon into her company with the direct 


| purpoſe of doing her an injury. 


The event ot this buſineſs A ſufficiently known by the 
publication of the TRIAL ; to which the curious Reader, 
who is deſirous of -more accurate or explicit information, 
is referred—a production indeed of the moſt ſingular, and 
which, as has been ſaid juſtly of it, that the eſſence and 
quinteſſence of all the Trials for Adultery, that have 
ever appeared in the Rambler's Magazine, or any other 


publication, are chaſtity to this. 


Since the known defection of tllis fair one, and parti- 
cularly ſince her total ſeparation and divorce, the frail 
fifterhood have been congratulating themſelves upon the 
acquiſition of ſo experienced a veteran; and ſthe has re- 
ceived compliments from ſuch of them as are in England, 

offering 


# 

| E offering their ſervice to introduce her more effetually 
| ; into the gay world; where it is not doubted that her 
BE» perſonal charms will gain her as many votaries as ever 
3  Twelled the train of a Mahon, a Dalrymple, or a Ro- 


; - binſon. | i 
Mr. E=— is ſaid to be making intereſt to procure 

a divorce in the Houſe of Lords; that he may be ena- 

bled again to marry; for which purpoſe the cauſe will 

undergo a new trial in that auguſt afſembly :—and it i a 

' ſincerely to be wiſhed he may enjoy greater ſatisfaction, 

in his next matrimonial voyage. . a 
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